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Abstract

An Analysis of the Current State of Medical Education
in North Korea, from Higher Education

Shin Hee Young and An Kyeong Soo

The purpose of this study is to analyze the current state of North
Korean medical education through educational magazine Higher Education
issued in North Korea, and to investigate recent situations where higher
education policy in North Korea is being applied to medical education.

As a result of this research, the characteristics of the current state of
North Korean medical education can be summarized as follows:

First, it is analyzed that North Korean medical colleges are integrated
and reorganized into regional universities based on recent higher
education policies. Secondly, teaching method of North Korean medical
education is a reflection of recent educational policy that emphasizes
developing creative and practical human resources. Thirdly, various
political subjects and teaching methods of foreign language has been
observed in North Korean medical courses. This reflects the educational
policy of political thought and foreign language which has continuously
been emphasized since the 2000’s. Fourthly, by analyzing the situation
using computer-based teaching methods and medical training equipment
in medical education, we can confirm the countermeasures to enhance
students’ practical capacity overcoming the poor healthcare environment.

As a basic study which analyzed current states of North Korean
medical education through North Korean literature, this study can be
utilized for Inter-Korean medical research and cooperation.

Key Words: Medical education on North Korea, Higher Fducation, North
Korean Medical Colleges, Computer based Medical Education
Support Program, Medical Training Figure and Equipment
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